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Several students have lost their bus 
passes this year.   

 
Could parents please make sure that their 
name is on the back of the bus pass with a 

contact number so that they may be  
returned to them if found. 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter.  Once more, we’ve decided to save a few trees and publish the Newsletter online only.  
 
It’s been a term of great change as we have introduced a modified School Day which includes, for the first time in the history 
of Great Barr School, a common lunch break for all students.  It has been wonderful to see how the students have valued their 
40 minutes a day chatting to their friends, playing basketball or football, joining in one of the lunchtime clubs etc, and having a 
well-earned break after a morning’s learning.   
 
We are looking forward to our best ever external examination results this summer.  Staff and students have worked incredibly 
hard, with tremendous focus and we know that the approaches we are taking are delivering noticeable improvement across 
the School. 
 
Have a great summer!  We look forward to seeing you all again in September.   
 
To those who are leaving us, we wish you all the very best for the future.  Please stay in touch with us. 



 
On Wednesday 7 July 2010, the unstoppable explosion  of energy, 
colour, music, comedy and dance that is Great Barr School’s pro-
duction of the hit stage musical ‘Hairspray’ had it s opening night. 
 
From the opening scenes to the final reprise of ‘You Can’t Stop the 
Beat’, one of the show’s big numbers, the audience were completely 
captivated by the twists and turns in the lives of a group of teenagers 
fighting power-mad TV studio bosses and crazy racist laws for the right 

to dance on TV with their friends, black or white, fat or thin.  
 
The show is about accepting people for who they are, about treating people as equals and valuing 
everyone for the gifts they can bring to their communities.  
 
There were too many brilliant performances to mention them all; Steven as cheesy TV Presenter, 
Corny Collins; Alex, Great Barr’s newly discovered Soul Sister, as Motormouth Maybelle; and 
‘Dancing’ Daniel, arguably one of the best movers that ever strutted his stuff on Warwick stage, as 
Seaweed. Ben was hilarious as Edna Turnblad and Chris L, playing Edna’s husband, was a brilliant 
side-kick.  Emma, Cholee, Ami - ALL of the performers and the huge cast of singers and dancers - 
gave it their all and made it an outstanding night’s entertainment. 
 
But it wasn’t just our great pupils who made the night the success it was. Mrs Downie (Director), Mrs 
Hunt (Producer), Mrs Butcher (Choreographer),  the whole team of staff who played the music under 
Mr Wilson’s direction, rigged the lighting and sound, designed and made the costumes and the stage 
sets, showed what an amazing range of talents we have on hand at Great Barr.  
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Our future ‘Critical Thinking’ group went on a trip  to New College and 
Keble College, Oxford University to inspire them to  Aim High.  

The group of 17 pupils, all high achievers, enjoyed  tours around the 
colleges, question and answer sessions and meeting current students. 
They also had a hands on session at Oxford's Natura l History Museum, 
where they were able to handle some of the exhibits  including an ele-
phant tooth and some dinosaur poo!  



LIBRARY 

Ciara GITTENS 7 K-MCP 

Amina ABDULKHADIR 8 K-MAW 

Quanique BOYD 9 D-AAL 

Emma HARVEY 10 L-JCB 

GEOGRAPHY 

Renu MATHAROO 7 L-JCB 

Sukhjinder KAUR 8 D-TFR 

Danielle STODDART 9 W-GCL 

Connor FISHER 10 L-AOK 

ART 

Rabia AHMED 7 D-JHF 

Jamie PAINTER 8 W-RJE 

Jordan JENNINGS 9 W-DWI 

Balbir BAINS 10 D-AMO 

FRENCH 

Christina POWELL 7 W-RJE 

Kristen PAYNE 8 W-DJH 

Olivia AMBRIS 9 W-SMC 

Rowan BANCROFT 10 L-KMB 

GERMAN 

Simran  BAHIA 7 D-DRB 

Humairaa BHAYAT 8 D-JRD 

Amy GRIFFITHS 9 D-TFR 

Demi GRAY 10 K-MAW 

SCIENCE 

Casey SHAW 7 L-NRA 

Jacob ROWLANDS 8 L-CBR 

Ricky RAJU 9 L-SJD 

Reece KING 10 K-DLR 

HISTORY 

Bethan HAYWOOD 7 D-KWM 

Christopher BOWEN 8 D-JRD 

Bradley MATTHEWS 9 K-CJW 

Symone ANDERSON 10 L-RTH 

DRAMA 

Ambah ELLIS 7 K-SAP 

Rymarn POWELL 8  L-VMS 

Lucy FRANKS 9 D-AMO 

Kayleigh WALTERS 10 W-LBA 

Jack GILES 7 K-SKH 

LEARNING SUPPORT (Literacy) 

Todd MALONE 8 L-NRA 

Abbeygail BEDDOWES 9 D-JMR 

ICT 

Mohammed CHOUDHARY 7 L-CBR 

Gursimrat KAUR 8 K-DLR 

Dominic STEVENS 9 W-SMC 

Kerry HALE 10 K-KMC 

MATHS 

Rachael WARD 7 K-GKS 

Anojan Pepitas AUGUSTINE 8 W-GCL 

Manpreet SAHIB 9 D-DME 

Vikram Jeet  BADESHA 10 W-SWI 

ENGLISH 

Jenna WIGGINS 7 K-MMI 

Joseph HAINES 8 L-NGU 

Aarti CHAUHAN 9 L-SJD 

Glenn MACDONALD 10 W-LBA 

MUSIC 

Charlotte BRIDGWATER 7 L-ZMO 

Amber FARLEY 8 L-RPM 

Jasmine GORDON 9 D-GLC 

Balbir BAINS 10 D-AMO 

RE 

Jenna WIGGINS 7 K-MMI 

Junaid KHAN 8 W-RHE 

Misthaul ISLAM 9 K-ELC 

Tineka HARVEY 10 K-DAS 



BUSINESS 

Kelly WILES 10 W-CAH 

Robert POWER 10 L-JLF 

LEISURE & TOURISM 

Sophie KOLA 10 K-GEK 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

Charlotte BALL 10 L-NGU 

SOCIOLOGY 

Natalie RICHARDS 10 L-CKD 

L2L 

Angel ATKINS 7 W-AEJ 

Simran DEWITT 8 D-AMO 

PE 

Nigel ISHERWOOD 7 W-ELS 

Catherine CROTON 7 D-LMO 

Connor O’HARE 8 L-RTH 

Danni BURTON 8 L-DWA 

Leigh BURTON 8 K-SAP 

Sam CARTMILL 9 D-KWM 

Nikita LARGE 9 L-RTH 

George HITCHINSON 10 L-MKV 

Renniese ALLEN 10 K-SAP 

Nigel ISHERWOOD 7 W-ELS 

TECHNOLOGY 

Gursimrat KAUR 8 K-DLR 

Ryan HARWOOD 9 L-MKV 

Reece KING 10 K-DLR 

DUDLEY 

James DUPREE 7 D-KWM 

Chloe YARDLEY 7 D-SSU 

Shannon ROWLEY 8 D-LMO 

Jake CUTMORE 8 D-CLR 

Nathaniel POWELL 9 D-CLH 

Sarah McDONALD 9 D-JHF 

Jessica HIGGINS 10 D-LMO 

Jack WOLSEY 10 D-JHF 

Ethan GREATHEAD  7 K-KJS 

KENILWORTH 

Ambah ELLIS 7 K-SAP 

Peter MORGAN 8 K-GKS 

Amina ABDULKHADIR 8 K-MAW 

Jake LANE 9 K-DLR 

Chloe RAWLINS 9 K-SKJ 

Adam MATTHEWS 10 K-KAM 

Kerry HALE 10 K-KMC 

LUDLOW 

Samantha REEVES 7 L-KMB 

Ahmed MOHAMMED 7 L-FRA 

Rymarn POWELL 8 L-VMS 

Jacob ROWLANDS 8 L-CBR 

Rebeccah FREEMAN 9 L-SFO 

Harry McMORINE 9 L-AOK 

Katie WATKINS 10 L-KMB 

Josh TEAGER 10 L-FRA 

Nigel ISHERWOOD 7 W-ELS 

WARWICK 

Shannon MAHONY 7 W-PGR 

Paige GLYNN 8 W-ELS 

Thomas BIDDLE 8 W-RJE 

Celine KIRTON 9 W-RJE 

Bethany Louise TOTTY 9 W-RHE 

Glenn MACDONALD 10  W-LBA 

Courtney HARVEY 10  W-REW 
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It’s been another hectic term packed with newsworthy events! 
 
Mrs Abbott’s regular column in The Great Barr Observer in April and May gave 
advice to students and parents to help them all survive the pressure of external ex-
aminations, and looked at the wider role our students are playing as citizens of the 
world.  We’re very proud of Year 13 student, Ashley, who was selected from over 
4000 applicants to take part in the prestigious Prime Minister’s Global Fellowship.  
Ashley is currently spending the summer in Brazil working as a volunteer on three 
different projects which aim to broaden his understanding of how each one of us can 
work to build a better world. 
 

 
On 14 May 2010, The Great Barr Observer reported on the crushing 
defeat issued by Great Barr’s football teams on their rivals in the As-
ton Cup Competition.  Of the five teams entered (one in each of 
Years 7 to 11), all got through to the finals and four of them won the 
trophies.  Even the team that was defeated won the League cup.  This 
was a great tribute to both the skill and determination of our children 
and to the tremendous hard work and hours of personal time invested 
by our PE staff. 
 

 
On 25 June 2010, while the planet was in the grip of World Cup fever, our Science and 
Maths Departments made headlines in The Great Barr Observer when they carried out 
some scientific tests and statistical analysis on the performance of the Jabulani ball. A bit of 
creative teaching and learning!!! 
 
 
 
 

 
On 16 July 2010, The Great Barr Observer reviewed the School’s stunning 
performance of the musical, Hairspray.  Over 7 months of work came to-
gether in 3 nights of hilarity which were a huge hit with the audience.  Our 
Drama, Music and Dance departments, with support from many other col-
leagues across the School, pulled out all the stops and helped our students to 
really shine.   
 
 
And finally, The Great Barr Observer are due to run a photo-feature on our School Sports Day.  Held annually at 
the Alexander Stadium, Sports Day is one of the most exciting days in the school calendar and is a great way to 
finish the year.  Once again this year, there were some incredible athletic performances.  It is wonderful to see the 
determination, strength and gruelling effort that many of the competitors invest in trying to make sure they take 
the trophy for their house.  Once again this year, Warwick emerged overall winners of the year’s inter-house 
competitions.  Congratulations to all who took part! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All of the above stories are covered in more detail in the Newsroom.  Check in regularly to keep up to date with 
what’s happening. 
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DO YOU QUALIFY FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS?   
  
If you are receiving any of the following: 
 

· Income Support 
· Income Based JSA 
· An income related Employment and Support Allowance 
· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum  Act 1999 
· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
· Child Tax Credit ONLY (and not Working Tax Credit) and your annual income is 

less than £16,190 as calculated by the Inland Reven ue. 
  
You may qualify for your child/children to receive free school meals.  In this current eco-
nomic climate many more families have come forward to claim free school meals for their 
children.  Even if your child chooses to bring thei r own lunch it is worth applying for this 
benefit if you are entitled to it, as it may entitl e you to further assistance.  The school will re-
ceive additional funding for all students entitled to a free school meal so, by applying you 
are helping to provide additional funds to support the school. 
  

Please contact the Finance Office, 0121 366 6611 or   
email finance@greatbarr.bham.sch.uk  for further details. 

  
 

�
�����������	�
����
��	�����������������������������

���������
���� ������� 	�� ��������  
  

����	�����  
���������������������������� !"#$  

���������$��  
��%����&��  

'��������������������	����������
�������%���	��(��� �	��
��	�������"  

  
WE ONLY USE LOCAL  PRODUCE 

  
GREAT 

VALUE 

MEALS 
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Shirt � Plain white with collar, suitable for wearing a tie, neatly tucked into the trousers. 

Trousers  Black, normal school type. 

Tie House Clip-on Tie - may be purchased from the School or from a local supplier 

Blazer  Black with school badge. 

Shoes  Plain black leather.  Trainer type shoes or shoes with coloured piping, white soles, sports logos, materi-

als such as suede or plastic etc. are not acceptable 

Socks  Black, plain only. 

Pullover  Plain black V –neck  and low enough to show shirt collar and tie. (No cardigans or sleeveless pullovers.) 

Jewellery  As below for girls. 

Kit for PE  Kit:   
Great Barr white polo shirt with logo in house colours 
Green Rugby shirt with logo 
Black shorts 
Green socks 
Training shoes 
Football boots (for rugby and football) 
Training shoes (for athletics and other activities) 
Gum shield 
  

Swimming:  Swimming trunks (not beach shorts) 

  

Valuables  These will be collected by the P.E. staff at the start of the lesson.  Pupils should provide a clearly named 

bag, with which they will be issued at the start of the year, to hold their valuables. 

BOYS’ UNIFORM 

Shirt � Plain white shirt – with collar  suitable for wearing a tie - tucked into the skirt. 

Skirt/Trousers  Black, normal school type of suitable length.  A skirt guide is available from the School on request. 

Trousers – Black school type, neither flared nor fashion. 

Pullover  Plain black V -neck and low enough to show shirt collar and tie (no cardigans or sleeveless jumpers) 

Tie Official House tie - to be purchased from the School on request. 

Blazer  Black with school badge.  Badges can be obtained from the School. 

Shoes  Black, suitable for school, low heeled, filled in back and front.  Canvas shoes /trainers or boots are 

not  permitted. 

Socks or Tights  White socks may be worn.  Alternatively, tights, coloured black, grey, fawn or neutral may be worn. 

Jewellery  Single stud earrings, one for each ear, a wristwatch and a small plain ring may be worn.  No other 

jewellery is permitted. All jewellery must be removed in P.E.  Pupils with recently pierced ears will be 

required to remove earrings for PE 

Nail Varnish  No nail varnish. 

Make-Up No make-up may be worn, except by 10th and 11th Years, provided it is used to enhance their ap-

pearance and is discreet. 

Kit for PE  Kit:  
Great Barr white polo shirt with logo in house colours 
Black shorts and tracksuit trousers 
White socks 
PE hoodie (optional) 
Training shoes 
Football boots (for football) 
  
Swimming:  One-piece swimming costume 
  

GIRLS’ UNIFORM 



�
  

 

 
 
 
We recently ran a ‘Bikeability’ course to encourage pupils 
to cycle to school, helping to reduce pollution etc.  Even 
one or two staff have been seen pedalling to school in the 

warm weather! 
 
 
Our ‘Green Britain Day’ activities included creating a pledge 
tree which can be seen in our main reception. 
 
 

 
Biodiversity 2010 - This year is the international year of biodiversity.  
To support this, pupils have studied the importance of biodiversity and 
its preservation. 
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